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Poraommel Str h of the Ground Poredis vf the Soviet Group of Oceupation

Forces Germany {GOFG).

I, Basig for Fetimabting

1. A strength estimite has been ésteblished on the hitherto deterdined - -
OB situation of the Soviet ground forces in Germany end was computed
for the armtes on the basis of the percentage relation hetween the
actual strength and peace stremgth of several units. A strength estimate
obtained by merely sdding up the troop strengths as reported by regular
gources from military poets and barracks installations would be inaccurate
and subject to errors because the sources usually make their observa«
tions from outside the billeting ereas amd thus are likely to overs
estimpte the murber of troops particularly in timss of relatively quiet
routine training. Also, it is not preetiesble in all cases to have
& aéerund source verify the statememts by the first within a pericd
of from two to three months.: The method of esteblishing a strength
estimate, which is applied below, has the advantage that it is based
on suthentie figures wegarding the actual strengths of units, confirmed
peace strengths of numerous units snd the cwrrent OB situation which
is substantiated on the whole. - S ~

9, 'Mhe determination of the present actusl strength is founded on four
original Soviet strength reports from the Soviet Zone of Austria,
beceuse no original documents on the stremgth of units upwerds of
platoon level have been réeeived from the Soviet Zone of Germamy
during the pest six months. The Pigures in these origimel strength
reporss have been compared with the peace etrengths specified by a
degerter of the lhth Guards Mechsniged Divielon in 19k9. These figures
proved sbeokutely relisble vhem checked agalnst the mumerous original
documents cbtained dwring the last two years.
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On the basis of this informatlion the following conclusions can be drewn:

g, The Soviet Army units of the 13th Guards Mechanized Division asre maintained
on the basls of en suthorized strength which corresponds to the peace
strength of a mechanized division (i.ev, 65 to TO percent of the war
gtrength) as specified by the deserter. ,

b, The actusl strength in the fall of 1951 was only slightly below the peace
strength and apparently rose slightly shove peace strength following the
turnover of personnel in October and November 1951

There is a posslbillty thet these coneclusions cannot be applied exactly to

the unite in the Soviet Zone of Germany which might have strengths slightly
gbove those of the units in the Soviet Zone of Austria. There is elso a
possibility that the relationship between setual strength and suthorized strength
is eloser with regard to temk units then infantry and mechanized units.

There ls no doubt, however, that the conclusions sbove constitute a basis for

the hypothesls that the Soviet ground units in the Soviet Zone of Germany

algo have an actual strength equaling 105 percent of the prescribed peace
strength. The strength computaetions helow have been computed by using this
percentage, :

The peace strengths, on which the strength estimates for mechanized divisions

ere baged,were teken from the statements by the deserter of the 14th Guards

Mechanized Division; and for all other units they were either derived from: the

flgures relative to the mechanized division or on the basis of other informetion.

The assumed peace strengths of the artillery divisions ere probsbly inaccurate

g:cause the organization of the component srtillery brigades has not been
ternined. { ’ '

Little suthentic information 1s avallsble with regard to the strength of the
rear pervice lustallations of the armies and headquarters GOFG., The following
estimates are based on reports pertaining to supply depotsy repair shops and

. offices: ]
Eighth Cuards Army and Third Shock Army: 2,100 men each
First;a.‘ni Second Guards Mechanized Armies: 1,100 men each
Third a:nc‘i Fourth Guards Mechanized ;eriea: 1,300 men each
GoFe 4 8,500 men

The rgti_d of rear echelen yeréonnel to combat and support persgnmel in regerd.’.
to specific armies follows: : . )

v

1 .
The ratlo of rear pervices personnel to cogbat and support persennel therefore
smounts to only 7/100 in contrast to sbout 18/100 es existed during World Wer II.
This small ratio 1 expleined by the fact that the Soviet Army uses, to & large
extent, Germen manpower and installations such as the reilrosd systems In v
edditiony the strength estimete below includee the motor trangport units in
support units whereas they were part of rear service wnits in World War IT.

Eighth Guards Army and Third Shock Armys . 4.5/100
First; Becond, Third and Fourth Mecﬁanized Armiess 3 to 3.5/100
GOFG:. : An additional 3/100
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IT. Strength Estimate of the Individual Units.
] Unit ' . Peage Strength Pregent Actusl Strength
1. Eighth Gds Army ‘ ‘ -
Army Hq | ‘ o 450 ‘ . 450
Hg XXVITI and XXIX Gds Rifle Corps Loo Loo
39th Gds Mtz Rifle Div 8,500 8,900
57th Gds Mtz Rifle Div 8,500 8,900
20th Gdg Mecz Div -~ 9,h00 9,900
2lst Gds Mecz Div 9,400 . 9,900
13th ARA div - 7 2,100 2,200
434 (Gdg) Army Acty Brig 1,100 © . 1,150
Two Corps AT Arty Brigedes | ’
(1.,050 each) 2,100 2,200
220th Hv Tenk SP Regt 750 4 780

16th (7) end u/i RL Regts ‘
?&50 ®ach) - 900 960

Lh6th, z’(th Gds and u/i

§ig Bns (220 each) 660 700
19th 0ds, 880tk end w/t
Eng Pra (320 each) | 960 1,100
' Two u/i AAA Regte of Corpe -
EQ Troopa (300 each) v 600 630
25Tth Motor Trans Ba ___;zg 350
Total Combat and Bupporting Units 46,170 18,420 .
Rear B@ryieau of the Army 24100 2,100
Totel Strength of Eighth Gds Army 48,300 (appr) 50,500 (appr)
2, ‘!‘L‘hi:_:'d Shock Army
puy Be | 450 4s0
HQ IX end IXXIX Rifle Corps 420 420
9kth €3s Mtz Rifle Div . 8,500 | 8,900
20Tth Mtz Rifle Div ' 8,500 | 8,900
19th Gds Mecz Div 9,400 , 9,900
| 18th Mecz Div : 9,400 9,900
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Unit Peace Ptrepgth Present Actusl Strength
34 Gds ASA Div 2,100 2,200
bhth (2) Army Arty Brig 1,100 1,150
3d Gds (1) and 4th Gds (f)
AT Arty Brigedes (1,050 each) 2,100 2,200
136th Gds Tenk SP Regt ' 750 780
10th Gds and u/i AL Regts
(450 each) % 900 960
105th Sig Regt 580 600
977th and two u/i Sig Bns
(220 each) 660 700
19th {7) Engr Regt - T80 : 820
gigﬁhningr Pn and one u/i | cho : 680
Two u/1 AAA Regts of Corps :
HQ Troops ‘ 600 630
U/1 Motor Trans Bn 350 350
Total Corbet end Bupporting Units 47,230 49,540
Rear Services of the Army 2,100 2,100
Total Strength Third Bhock Army 49,300 {Appr) 51,600 (appr)
First Gds Mecz Army '
Army HQ o " Loo
9th Tenk Div 8,200 8,600
11th Gde Tenk Div . 8,200 8,600
Bth Gds Meez Div _ 9,400 9,500
Lth Gds AAA Div 2,100 2,200
U/1 Light Arty Brig 1,050 1,00
1st Asseult Engr Regt 780 820
6th Motoreyele Bn 350 370
One Big Reghb (not 1dentified
but believed to exist) 580 ) 600
One RL Regt (not identified |
but belleved to exlet) ’ ) 480
Totel Comat And Bupporting Units 31,510 33,970
Reer Bervices of the Army ' 1,200 - 1,100
Total Btrength of lst Gds Mecz Army 32,600 (eppr) 34,200 {=ppr)
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Uplt Pesge St xw£ Present, Actusl St ength
Fourth Gds Mecz Army |
Army Hq Lot 400
- 10th Gds Tenk Div 8,200 8,600
25th Tank Div 8,200 8,600
6th Gde Mscz Div 9,400 94900
Tth Gds Meez Div 9,_%90 9,900
U/t AMA Div o 2,100 2,200
11tk (§) cds Lignt Arty Brig 1,050 1,100
312th Gds RL Regt , 450 480
118th Hig Regt 7 580 600
34 Engr Regt - 780 820
5lst (%) Mtrel Regt L0 500
Totel Combet and Supporting units 41,030 43,100
Rear Bervices of the Army 34300 14300
Total Bﬁ.'en.g'hh of Fourth ‘Gd.a
Mecz Army 42,300 (eppr) 4l 400 (appr)
(Genersl. HQ Unite of GOFG |
Group HQ 600 600
Eq IV Arty Corpe , 200 200
6th Arty Div (4 Brigs) 7,500 7,990
a4th (1) Arty Div (2 Brigs) ' 3,500 3,700
24 Gds AAA Div , 2,100 2,200
"6th (1) Gds AAA Div 7 ; 2,100 2,200
324 (1) AAA Div 2,100 2,200
kth (1) AT Arty Brig , 1,65& 1,100
25th Gds RL Regt (or Brig) 450 4Bo
66th (%) Sig Regt _ | 580 600
U/1 Engr Regt 780 820
36th Pontcon Bridge Regt 780 820
56th Motor Trans Regt 800 850
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. Unit V,Peace. BStrength Present Actuwal Strength
5;7‘th Motor Trans Regt .8oc 850
Total Combat and Supporting U;lits 23,340 24,520
‘Rear Services TV Arty Corps 800 800
Total Btrength GHQ Units 24 ;100 (appr) 25,300 (appr)

8. Total Strength of the Soviet Army Persomnel of the GOFG. On ‘the basis of the
gbove ecaleulations, the grand total of the personnel strength of the Soviet
Army forces in G-ermangf (excluding the personnel of the SCC, Wismt'Corporgtion

and ecomomic sgencies) is:
Eighth Gds Army : 50,500
Third Shock Army 51,600
First Gds Mecz Army 34,200
-Becond Gds Mecz Army 33,800
Third Gds Mecz Army 4h koo
Fourth Gds Mecz Army Lk koo
GHY Units of the GOFG 25,300
Reasr Bervices of the GOFG 8,500

Total Btrength of Soviet ‘
Ground Forces” in Germany 293,000 (=ppr)

B. Personnel Strength of the Twenty-Fourth Alr Army,

I. Foundaklons for e Strength Estimate.

No positive informstion . - such as Soviet documents, reports by deserters, ete.,

is avaelleble on authorized and actual strengths of any single component of the
Twenty-Fourth Air Army. A strength estimate of the total personnel of this air
army ls feasible,however,on the basis of various items of information, such as
reports by local residents on the personnel strength at airfields, records from
elvilian lsundries which work for air force mlts and records from bakeries
supplying airfields and air units, The actual strengths have increased in some
cages because of the modermization of aviatien regarding alr traffic safety control,
the extension of the rader net, ete.

- On the basls butlined above, the actual strengths of the headguarters snd alr
units of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army are tentatively estimated as Pollows:

L. Atr Army headguarter,s and army headquarters unttss
| Total (efficers and M)

Army hesdquarters (including the signal reglment,
construction ebaff, administrative staff, MVD

) section, motor frensport and courier units) 1,500
Blgnal unit operating the radar gets in the |
srmy ares v 500
Stationary alreraft repair shop (SAM) hoo
. Areraft repair shop traln (Pam) 366
Stationary motor vehicle repair shop {BARM) 220
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_ Total (officers and BM) v
- Cbrpgs headquarters and corps headquerters units:

Corps heedquarters (including the signal conpeny) » 250
ATD (including signsl-commmications persommel) 240
Motor transport company 200
Construction battalion ' %)
s | | 150
Motor vehicle repalr shop (letushki) 50
3« Divielon heedquarters (inclnding signal company) 200

b Tacticel sir unitss

Fighter regluent _ olo
Ground. attack regiment . 350
Borber regiment ‘ koo
Air recommaissence regiment | | 350
Alr trensport regiment 200

% Ground unlts and eirfield service personnel:

OATE {per regiment) l 250
: Bignal platoon (per reglment) ' 100
AR (airfield service cememy) (per field) 100
Repair shop (per fleld) ' 10

L+ On the basls of the number of units specified In peregraph I, the strength
of the Twenby-Feurth Alr Lrmy le computed as fa‘ﬂ.ﬂws.

_ o Tetal (officers snd EM)

Krmy heedquarters (mecording to peragreph I/L) | 2,920

Fowr corps headquarters (according to paragraph I/2} 5,2@6’

Ten division hepdguerters {eccording to

peragraph I/3) 2,000

Eighteen fighbar reglments (18 times 240) ' X h,320

§ix ground sttack regiments (6 times 350) 2,100

8ix bomber regiments (6 times 400) 2,400

Two sir reconnalssebce regiments (2 times 350) 700

WOP SECRET/CONTROL - U.S. OFFICIALS CNLY

Approved For Release 20@%5896%0%;’-00415@10900090003-8
o o) )



j Apprdved For Release 20PW1S:EGRE183-00415RO10900090003-8

| TOP SECRET/CONTROL - ¥.S. OFFICIALS ONLY

«9- »

Total (efficers and EM)
One alr transport regiment ‘ 200
~ One air transport squadren . 70
mhirty—fwf OATBs (34 times 250) , 8,500
Thirty-four signal platoons (34 times 100) 35400
Twenty-five ATRs (25 times 100) i E‘,EQO
Twenty-five sircraft repair shaﬁg (25 times 30) 230

Grand totel 34,560

2 Ta addition to the units mentioned in paragreph IT y there are some bitherta
unidentified elr force units In the sres of the Twenty-Fouwrth Air Army. For
examgle, there is an air unit with an OATR having e total strength of sbout

500 men in Koethen; e motor trensport unit of sbout 600 men in Dresden-Klotzeche;

& school for radar operators in Wittstock etc. On the other hand, about half
of the fighter reglments are still short of personnel becsuse of the recent
actlvetions. Hence 1t is belleved that the nunber of air force perscnnel
ectuelly stationed in the Soviet Zone of Germeny does not deviate substantially
from the totel of ebout 34,500 officers and men, ‘ :

C. PBtrength Estimete of the MGB end SCC Persomnel in the Baviet Zone of Germany,

1+ Despite the lack of positive data on the strength of MEB units and ¢ffices »
it ig poasible to compute the strength of MGR persomnel in the Soviet Zone
. of Germeny on the basis of motor vehicle mumber anelysls. Regerding the
Boviet Army, the ratlo between motor vehicle numbers end bersonnel strength
1s about 40,000 : 300,000, thet is 1 : 7.5; and with regard to the Twenty-
Fourth Alr Army, ebout 4,000 : 34,000, that is 1 : 8,5, Regarding MGR units
and, in particuler, MGB offices, it is belleved that the ratic between motor
vehicles end personnel is svbstantially lower. Assuming that the ratis is

1z 6, the epproximate figure of 1,000 motor vehicles sssigned to the MJB indicates

-that the strength of MAB personnel ig 6,000, MOB units with a strength of
b regiments end 7 battalicns have been ldemtified in the Soviet Zone of Germany
to date. With 700 men to a regiment and 300 men to a battelion, the MGB unite
total 4,300 men, The MUB headquarters and its eignel unit have an estimated
strength of 70O men, and all remaining MGR offices have an aggregate atrength
of sbout 1,000 men, Thus the strength of the MGB perscunel in the Boviet
Zone of Germsny is believed to be 6,000,

2. There has been no useble information on walch to base & strength estimate
- of the BCC personnel, Nor cen a relatlonshlpy between BCC wehicles and
personnel be established because the fouredigit vehlcle number of the
H xx-xx block have not been enelyzed to date, . The strength of the personnel
belonging 1o the 8CC and thesconomic egencles in the Boviet Zone of Germsny is
very roughly estimated st 11,000,

D. Iotsl Btrength of Soviek Forces in the _Soviet Zone of Germeny.

The s“brength estimates itemized in Bections A through € and estimeted strength of
Boviet Navel personnel edd up to the following grand totel of Soviet militery
yergonnél in the Hoviet Zone of Germeny:

GOFGre. . 293,000
Twenty-Fourth Alr Army: : 34,000
MaB personnel 6,000
Parsormel. of SCC and Boviet -

economic egenciest 11,000
Boviet Naval perscnnel: a0

Grend totel of Soviet militery forcess 346,000
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